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The Corncrake (Crex crex) in Poland

Macigj Gromadzki

1. Introduction

Until the early 1970s, the corncrake was wi-
despread and fairly numerousin thewhole coun-
try, particularly in the southern part (TomiALoxc
1990). However, there is not much published
material on the corncrakein Poland and thefirst
more detailed estimation of its humber for the
whole country was made only in 1997 (CHyLA-
RECKI €t al. 1998).

2. Development of knowledge about the
corncrakein Poland

Interest in the corncrake in Poland hasincreased
recently asaresult of moredatacollection of this
speciesin other European countries. Inthe 1980s,
Dyrez et al. (1984) found that there were about
2,100 calling malesin 300 knm? of optimal habitat
by the Narew and Biebrza rivers (i.e. 7 males/
km?). Tucker & HeaTH (1994) predicted the num-
ber of males in the whole country at between
6,600 and 7,800. Recently very high densities (up
to 12 males’km?) were recorded in some parts of
the Kampinowski National Park in Central Poland
(Juszczak & OrecH 1997). The corncrake also
appears on mountains. e.g. in the Bieszczady
mountains (south eastern edge of Poland). An
estimated 100-200 males were recorded (GLo-
wacinski et al. 1995), and the highest recorded
site was found in Zakopane (southern Poland)
at 880 m asl [above sea level] (WaLasz &
MieLczarek 1992). A great deal of information
about behaviour, habitat sel ection, breeding bio-
logy etc. can be obtained from Schéffer’s stu-
diesin Poland (e.g. ScHAFFER & Zus 1994). The
total count of the Polish population of the corn-
crakewasonly madein 1997 (CHyLAREcKI et al.
1998) and then repeated in 1998 (CHYLARECKI,
GROMADZKA, GROMADZKI, ZIELINSKI in prep).

3. Digtribution and important ar eas of
corncrake population

From general analysis of the data about the spe-
cies, gathered for the Polish Ornithological Atlas
(in preparation and to be published by the team
of the Gdansk Ornithological Station), onelearns
that the corncrake breedsin amore of the coun-
try, and particularly densely in its eastern and
north-eastern part (CHvLAREck! €t al. 1998).

4. Size and develeopment of national
corncrake population

4.1. Size of national corncrake population

In 1997 it was estimated that the size of the na-
tional corncrake population was about 30,000
calling males (CHyLARrecki et al. 1998), i.e. much
morethan wasestimated earlier (Tucker & HeatH
1994). The actual census was conducted over
3.22 % of Poland and the whole calculation was
made following statistical methods by BARNETT
(1974) and BracHa (1996). Resultsfromthe corn-
crake survey in 1998 seemto be similar (arather
higher number than lower - CHyLAREckI, GRo-
MADZKA, GROMADZKI, ZIELINSKI in prep.).

4.2. Development of population

In many partsof Poland at the beginning of 20th
Century the corncrake was very numerous, but
aready by first half of the century its number had
started to decrease (TomiaLoxc 1990). Generaly,
itisobviousthat in recent decadesthe number of
breeding corncrakesin Poland has decreased, but
nobody knows by how many because there were
no exact past data. Winiecki et a. (1997) estima-
tes that the corncrake population in the area of
the middle Wartariver valley in the past decade
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seems to be fairly stable. Interesting findings to
this problem are given in a short publication by
Domerowski et al. (1998). Changes of the corn-
crake numbers were estimated on three plotsin
eastern Poland. In the upper Liwiec river valley
(Siedlce province) the number decreased between
1982 and 1995 and then increased (surveys made
in 1982, 1994, 1995 and 1998); near Przemysl
(Przemysl province) the number decreased bet-
ween the years 1988, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1997
and 1998, and at the Treblinkariver mouth to the
Bug river (Ostroleka province) the number inthe
years 1984, 1995 and 1997 was similar. During
the study period no important changesin vegeta-
tion structure were observed. Between 1994-
1998 the meadows were very wet due to intense
rainfall in May and June.

5.Threatsto the corncrake population

Main threatsto corncrake population arethe gro-
wing intensity of agriculture and the declinein
areas of preferred habitats.

6. Conservation status

The corncrake was one of afew bird species not
included on thelist of protected birds, according
to the law on nature protection of 7 April1949
(then completed in the 1950s and 1960s - Szc-
zesny 1971), which indicates that it was suppo-
sed to be acommon breeder in Poland. The spe-
cies has been protected by law al year from 30
December 1983 (DzienNik & Ustaw 1984). It is
not included in the Polish Red Data Book (GLo-
WACINSKI 1992).

7. Conservation projects

Not known at the moment.

8. Ongoing or planned conservation or
study projects

- The corncrake survey for the country was re-
peated in 1998, by similar methods asin 1997.
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The paper, including two years' studies, will be
prepared in 1999 (team of the Gdansk Ornitho-
logical Station);

- Distribution and movement of corncrakes bet-
ween broods in open areas of the Kampinowski
National Park anditssurroundings (B. Olechwith
team).

Prof. Dr. Maciej Gromadzki
Ornithological Station
Nadwislansko 108

PL - 80-680 Gdansk 40
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